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The  Original  Liberty  Hal 

The  Site  of-  Liberty  Tree — La  Fayette  Hotel 
(no~v  Brigham's  Hotel)  and  the  Reception  in 
1824,  of  the  French  Patriot  —  Beautiful  Scenes 
and  Incidents. 


TJTME  "  Book  of  Possessions  "  of  Boston,  1635,  tells  us  that  the 
^  plot  of  ground  on  the  east  side  of  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Essex  street  and  Beach  street,  was  apportioned  to  Garrett 
Bourne  for  a  house  and  garden. 

He  took  the  oath  and  became  a  freeman,  and  built  a  bouse 
and  occupied  it  in  the  following  year,  1636.  He  set  cut  a  variety 
of  shade  trees  about  his  house,  many  of  which  were  elms.  In 
1646,  he  transplanted  an  elm  a  little  distance  northwest  of  his 
house,  it  being  a  chosen,  selected  tree  on  account  of  its  shape 
and  vigor.  Garrett  Bourne  "  built  and  planted  better  than  he 
knew."  In  about  a  century  the  house  became  noted  as  a  tar2rz; 
and  a  little  later  on,  as  the  meeting-place  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty. 
In  about  the  same  time  that  transplanted  elm  became  famous  as 
the  Liberty  Tree,  as  the  Sons  of  Liberty  used  to  rally  under  its 
wide-spreading  branches..  It  was  under  this  tree  that  the  first 
public  act  of  resistance  to  British  tyranny  showed  itself..  At 
dawn,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1765,  an  effigy  ot  Andrew  Oliver, 
the  stamp- officer,  was  discovered  hanging  to  one  of  the  larger 
branches,  which  caused  great  excitement.  The  sheriff  was 
ordered  by  the  colonial  Governor  Hutchinson  to  remove,  the 
effigy  from  the  tree.  But  such  was  the  intensity  of  public  feel-, 
ing;  he  declared  he  dare  noft  do  so!  It  was  creating  a  local 
revolution,  and  was  removed  by  stratagem.  The  tree  became 
famous  about  1760,  and  was  named  the  Liberty  Tree  about  this 
time.  On  Feb.  14,  17GS,  it  was  pruned  by  the  order  of  the  Sons-, 
of  Liberty. 

The  ground  about  the  tree  had  become  sacred  soil,  and  was 
lesTgnated  as  Liberty  Hall,  and  really  became-  the'  ©riginai 
tamping  ground  of  the  Revolution,  in  defiance  of  the  "Stamp 
let"  In  1767  a  flagstaff  was  erected,  which  went  upr_thTongh 
;he  branches,  upon  -which  was  hoisted  a  Sag  as<a  signal  for  the 
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Assembling  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty.  In  August,  r7",  the  Tories, 
encouraged  by  their  British  allies,  and  led  on  by  one  Job  Wil- 
liams, armed  with  axes,  made  a  furious  attack  upon  the  Liberty 
Tree,  and  it  was  ruthlessly  cut  down.  This  vandal  act  caused 
great  excitement.  At  the  close  of  the  Revolution  a  liberty  pole 
was  erected  on  the  stum'p  of  the  old  tree,  which  long  served  as  it 
point  of  direction.  This  pole  having,  served  during,  the  second 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  having  gone  into  decay,  another  one 
was  erected  about  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  General  La  Fayette 
as  the  guest  of  the  nation  in  1S24. 

In  1S23-24  Mr.  Ralph  Haskfrrs  erected  a  four-story  brick 
hotel  precisely  upon  the  same  ground  occupied  by  Garrett 
Bourne's  house  in-  1636'.  He  named  it,  in  honor  of  the  expected 
guest,  La  Fayette  Hotel.  Major  General  La  Fayette  arrived  at 
the  residence  of  Governor  Eustis  in  Roxbury.  Aug.  22,  1S24,  as 
the  guest  of  Massachusetts,  at  about  two  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
morning.  On  the  following  forenoon,  seated  in  the  private 
carriage  of  Governor  Eustis,  he  was  escorted  to  the  Boston  line 
on  the  Neck,  and  formally  presented  to  his- honor  Josiah  Quincy 
and  a  few  of  the  reception  committee,  who  were  there  to  escort 
him  as  the  guest  of  the  city.  The  city  authorities  had  not  been 
idle  in  the  matter  of  the  arrival  of  La  Fayette.  The  City  Coun- 
cil, under  the  active  leadership  of  the  mayor,  (the  elder)  Josiah 
Quincy,  made  generous  and  appropriate  arrangements  resulting; 
in  a  perfect  ovation  by  the  whole  populace. 

Business    was   suspended,    every   possible  preparation  was- 
made  for  his  reception  that  hospitality,  gratitude  and  patriotism 
could  suggest.     The  citizens  were  respectfully  invited  by  a  com- 
mittee of  arrangements  to  co-operate  with   them.      The  grand 
result  was  that  the  whole  city  was  in  gay  attire,  the  French  and 
American  flags- were  entwined  in  various  places,  every  yard   of 
ribbon  and  bunting  in  the  city  was  used  in  decorating.      That 
not  proving  sufficient,  a  very  large  amount  of  red  and  blue  and  ' 
bleached  cotton  was  used.      A  very  large  procession  was  formed 
on  Boston  Neck,  under   the   direction   of  Cc-looel   Samuel   D. .  • 
Harris,  who  had  more  than  fifty  aids  and  assistant  marshals  to-: 
carry  out  his  wishes.     General  La  Fayette,  seated  in  a  barouche,- ' 
accompanied  by  the  mayor  and  drawn   by   four  white    horses, 
was  now  in  position.     A  signal  gun  was  fired  for  the  procession 
to  be  put  in  motion,   agreeably   to  the  order  of  arrangements. 
Instantly  every  public  bell  in  Boston  rang  out  peals  of  welcome.) 
The  Sea  Fensibles,  stationed  on  South  Boston- Heights,  and  the; 
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(Invited  the  General  (o  partake.  This  he  did  with  characteristic 
courtesy,  and  it  is  :i  notable  fact  that  the  first  refreshment  of 
Which  'La  Fayette  partook  in  the  new  city  of  Boston  was 
furnished  him  from  the  hotel  bearing  his  name,  now  Crigham's 
Hotel. 

After  this  incident  another  and  remarkable  one  took  place: 
As  La  Fayette  rode  up  Tremont  street,  receiving  on  all  hands 
■the  homage  and  congra  illations  of  the  immense  throngs  that 
greeted  him,  lie  perceived,  seated  on  a  balcony  of  a  house  then 
called  "  Colonnade  Row,"  Mine.  Scott,  the  sometime  wife  of  the  N 
sturdy,  old  Governor  John  Hancock.  She  had  been  his  hostess 
in  the  old  Hancock  mansion  on  Beacon  street  as  far  back  as  the 
vcar  1 7 S i ,  and  now,  after  a  lapse  of  forty-three  years,  was 
instantly  recognized  by  the  General.  With  the  inborn  courtesy 
of  n  Frenchman,  La  Fayette  directed  his  conveyance  to  stop  in 
■'front  of  the  house,  and  rising,  with  his  hand  placed  over  his 
heart,  made  a  graceful  obeisance,  which  was  gracefully  returned. 
The  lady  in  her  maiden  life  was  that  TJorothy  'Quincy  whose 
mame  and  fame  have  been  perpetuated  by  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  in  his  charming  little  poem,  "  Dorothy  QJ' 

The  procession  had  now  come  to  Boylstou  street,  and  was 
ordered  to  halt.  The  pupils  of  the  public  schools,  under  the 
direction  of  their  teachers,  had  been  arranged  in  a  double  line 
on  the  Tremont-street  mall,  and  were  protected  by  peace  officers. 
The  children  had  been  instructed  during  the  past  month  to  sing 
the  national  hymn  of  France,  "  The  Marseillaise."  They  were 
ill  provided  with  bouquets  of  bright  flowers-;  the  girls-were  all  ^ 
dressed  in  white,  wearing  red  sash  ribbons  and  blue  ribbons  on 
their  summer  hats;  the  boys  were  also  attired  mired,  white  and 
blue;  white  pants,  bluejackets  and  a  red  ribbon  on  their  hats. 
The  moment  La  Fayette  entered  the  mall,  the  children  struck  - 
up,  in  good  voice  and  time,  that  glorious  anthem  "  Marseillaise." 
The  effect  was  electrical. 

The  third  incident  of  the  day  now  took  place,  and,  as  was 
each  of  the  others,  entirely  unexpected  by  the  committee!  A  ^ 
voting  girl  threw  her  bouquet  '  in  front  of  La  Fayette.  Her 
patriotic  act  was  instantly,  taken  up  and  every  child  all  along 
the  line  threw  bouquets  upon  the  mall,  and  La  Fayette  literally 
passed  over  a  bed  of  natural  flowers,  strewn  at  his  feet,  and  in 
his  honor.     It  was  the  most  affecting  incident  of  the  day. 

A  battalion  of  light  infantry  was  formed  on  Park-street  mall, 
and  passed'in  review  by  the  General.     As  he  entered  the  State 
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House  grounds  a  salute  was  fired  by  artillery  posted  on  the 
ground  south  of  the  Frog  Pond.  He  paid  a  short  ■:'■. 
courtesy  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  after  which  lie 
escorted   to  his   lodgings   in   the   stately  old-ti  .  i     ee   01 

Thomas  Aniory,  Esq.,  now  standing  at  the  comer  of  Par  . 
Beacon  streets.  Shortly  afterreachinghis  lodgings  ueapieir.-d 
on  the  balcony,  having  on  either  side  of  him  Governor  Eustis 
and  ex-Govemor  John  Brooks,  both  of  whom  ware  their  old 
Continental  uniforms.  The  Boston  regiments  of  militia  whic'i 
had  acted  as  escort  passed  in  review-,  and  the  ceremonies  of  the 
day  were  brought  to  a  close. 

Major  General  La  Fayette  remained  the  guest  of  the  citv  of 
Boston  just  one- week.  He  attended  commencement  in  Cam-" 
bridge,  Wednesday.  Augustesth.  On  his  arrival  at  the  University 
he  was  received'  by  President  Kirkiand,  who  made  a  short  address 
of  welcome.  On  the'  26th'  he'  visited-  Charlestown,  the  naw 
yard  and  Bunker  Hill,  accompanied  by  Gov.  Eustis,  Mayor 
Qiu'ncy,  and  a  committee  of  arrangements  in- carriages,  passed' 
through  Hanover  st.' and  Lynn  st  ,  over  the  bridge' to  Charles- 
town.    The  streets  at   the  north  section  of  Boston'  were  gailv 

■  dressed  with  colors  and  civic  arches,  one  erected:across  Hanover 

■  street,  bore  this  inscription,  "  Our  rallying  word's  shali  be. 
'La  Fayette  and  Liberty,'"  on  another,  in  front  of  Mr.  E, 
Clough's  house,  "Welcome."  "Honor  to  whom  honor  is  due. 
Long  life  to  La  Fayette  and  liberty  too." 

The  streets  of  Charlestown  were  elegantly  dressed  with  ban- 
ners, and  crossed  with  civic  arches;  one  bore  wreaths  of  laurel, 
dressed  with  flowers,  another  an  inscription,  "  Welcome  to  our 
hearts  and  our  homes  "  The  General  was  received  bv  Commo- 
dore Bainbridge.  A  fine  body  of  marines,  under  Major  Wain- 
wright,  saluted  him  on  his  entrance,  followed  by  a  national 
salute  from  the  water  battery  of  the  yard.  He  then  visited  the 
Frigate  Columbus.  This  superb  ship  was  fully  dressed  in  the 
flags  of  all  the  maritime  nations,  and  made  a  delightful  appear- 
ance. United  States  flags  were  displayed  from  various  staffs ;  at 
the  entrance  of  the  yard  were  three  arches  formed  of  colors  and 
evergreens  bearing  these  inscriptions,  "Oct.  19th,  i;3i,"  "  Wash- 
ington," "  La  Fayette."  The  vessels  in  the  harbor  were  in  gala 
attire. 

He  then-visited  Bunker's  Hill  (Breed's  Hill  properly);  he 
walked  over  the  ground  where  the  earthworks  were  thrown  ut 
on  the  night  of  June  16th,  1775.     He  stood  ijptsriTHe-site  of  the 
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proposed  monument,  subscriptions  for  which  we;e  first  asked 
for  a  few  months  previous;  the  place  of  the  proposed  structure 
had  notbcen  at  this  time  decided  upon,  yet  it  was  thought  most 
desirable  that  the  ceremonies  of  laving  the  corner  stone  should 
be  performed  by  and  in  the  presence  of  the  guest  of  the  nation. 
Accordingly,  on  the  follosving  17th  of  June,  1S25,  it  being  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  battle,  this  desire  was  gratified.  La 
Fayette,  standingas  one  of  the  group  of  survivors,  laid  with  his 
own  hands  the  corner  stone  of  the  projected  monument.  We 
cannot,  however,  attribute  to  La  Fayette  the  honor  of  laying  the 
corner  stone  of  the  present  monument.  In  Much,  1S27.  the  plan 
of  the  present  monument  was  adopted.  The  weight  of  the  granite 
shaft  and  cone  was  found  to  be  so  great,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
go  twenty  feet  below  the  corner  stone  laid  by  La  Fayette  for  a 
firm  foundation.  The  stone  which  h;  laid  was  put  into  the 
centre  of  the  found,  ition  ;  the  box  and  deposits  which  it  con- 
tained were  taken  out  and  enclose!  in  the  present  corner  stone, 
which  is  at  the  northeastern  angle  of  the  structure,  looking  to- 
wards the  point  of  landing  of  the  enemy.  The  foundation 
proper  is  fifty  feet  square ;  at  the  base  or  surface  of  the  ground, 
thirtv  feet  square  ;  there  are  ninetv  courses  of  granite  in  the 
whole  structure,,  eighty-four  of  them  being  above  the  ground  ; 
the  net  rise  of  the  stone  from  base  to  apex  is  219  feet,  10  inches, 
the  seams  of  mortar  miking  the  whole  elevation  221  feet  The 
cone  is  composed  of  147  courses  of  granite ;  at  the  doorway  the 
walls  of  the  shaft  are  six  feet  in  thickness;  there  are  294  steps 
ascent;  the  chamber  at  the  top  is  seventeen  feet  in  height, 
and  eleven  feet  in  diameter.  The  several  stones  which  compose 
each  course  are  clamped  together  by  flat  bars  of  iron  fourteen 
inches  long,  their  ends  being  turned  at  right  angles  and  sunk 
into  the  granite  rive-eighths  of  an  inch.  There  are  four  facesr 
of  dressed  granite  in  the  structure,  besides  the  granite  steps  that 
wind  around  the  cone.  The  cap  stone  forming  the  roof  was 
raised  and  laid  in  place  at  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d 
of  [une,  1S42.  Mr.  Savage,  the  contractor,  adopted  this  early 
hour  in  the  morning  to  have  a  degree  of  privacy  and  quiet,  as  it 
was  a  very  difficult  thing  to  accomplish.  This  stone  is  dressed 
granite  and  slopes  in  four  directions  from  the  apex  and  weighs 
about  22  tons.  Mr.  Edward  Carnes,  Jr.,  stood  upon  this  stone 
dining  its  ascent,  and  waved  the  American  flag  during  the 
process ! 

The  whole  cost  of  the  monument,    land, 
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walls,  fencing,  curbing  and  sidewalks  around  the  entire  hill,  etc., 
was  $135,000;  the  obelisk  cost  about  $120,000.  The  architect 
was  Mr.  Solomon  Willard,  of  Boston;  the  builder  was  Mr. 
James  Savage,  of  Boston,  with  whom  three  separate  contracts 
were  made  during  the  twelve  ycarc.  The  first  passenger  eleva- 
tor known  in  America  (and  probably  ia  the  world)  wa6  run  by 
steam  power,  for  nearly  three  years,  the  engine  being  in  a  small 
building  outside;  the  car  was  run  within  the  cone.  When  the  run- 
ning of  the  elevator  was  discontinued,  a  very  novel  result  of  an 
experiment  came  to  view — a  heavy  eyebolt  was  leaded  into  the 
precise  centre  of  the  cap  stone;  to  this  was  attached  a  steel  -wire 
that  extended  to  the  granite  floor  inside  the  cone,  and  a  plummet 
•weighing  I  judge  about  30  lbs.  was  attached  to  the  wire;  this 
gave  the  means  of  proving  the  structure  as  being  plumb  or 
otherwise.  The  monumentis  notstrictly  plumb.  Thiseiperiment 
opened  the  way  of  rinding  out  if  the  structure  sways  a  trifie  in 
heavy  storms.  The  plummet  sways  a  trifle  in  heavv  squalls, 
which  shows  conclusively  that  th  e  top  trembles  a  little  in  very 
heavy  weather.  It  also  was  the  means  of  proving  that  the  sun's 
intense  heat  in  summer  expands  the  granite  on  the  south  side, 
so  much  that  the  apei:  goes  over  to  the  north  very  much.  I  think 
I  saw  that  plummet  once  upon  a  very  hot  day  in  August,  when 
it  proved  that  the  column  had  swayed  over  an  inch  and  a 
quarter,  clamped  together  as  it  is  with  iron  and  of  such  im- 
mense weight  and  thickness.  I  suppose  it  sensible  to  say  that  a 
prett3  good  earthquake,  say  no  stronger  than  two  or  three  which 
occurred  before  the  revolution,  would  shake  the  top  down  and 
possibly  the  whole.  I  don't  think  it  would  ever  become  a  nvin  to 
the  leaning  tower  of  Pisa!  There  was  but  one  accident  during 
the  entire  period  —  a  workman  assisting  in  laying  one  of  the  out- 
side stones  was  pushed  off  and  killed. 

The  immortal  Daniel  Webster  delivered  an  eloquent  address 
when  La  Fayette  laid  a  corner  stone,  which  became  a  founda- 
tion stone  at  the  centre.  Mr.  Webster  also  delivered  the  oration 
at  the  completion,  June  17th,  1S43.  His  words  were  taken  down 
as  fast  as  he  uttered  them,  by  a  short-hand  writer.  A  number  of 
boys  were  employed  as  runners.  The  short-hand  notes  were 
taken  every  four  or  five  minutes  to  a  printer's  office,  thev  were 
rapidly  translated  and  set  up  in  clear,  medium  type!  In  about 
twenty  minutes  after  the  close  of  Mr.  Webster's  eloquent  phras- 
ing, his  complete  oration  was  for  sale  at  6.J  cents  on  Bunker 
Hill.        Thev   sold   like   wildfire,    there    were   probably  30,000 
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people  in  srgnt  orthe  monument  mat  could  not  hear  one  word 
uttered  by  the  orator. 

The  ladies  have  the  reputation  of  completing  what  the  men 
began.  They  held  a  very  extensive  and  popular  lair  in  Boston  in 
1S40.  The  idea  was  that  every  female  in  the  United  States  should 
•work  with  her  own  hands  and  contribute  with  her  own  means  to 
furnish  the  fair,  the  other  sex  being  of  course  allowed  to 
patronize  to  their  hearts'  content.  Fanny  Ellsler,  the  noted 
dansuese,  gave  a  benefit  at  the  Tremont  Theatre,  the  proceeds  to 
go  to  help  erect  the  shaft.  There  was  some  sort  of  a  quibble 
about  accepting  Fanny's  contribution,  and  it  laid  in  my  brother- 
in-law's  hands  a  long  time  ;  finally  the  amount  was  paid  over  to 
the  Association,  and  wasl  think  rising$i, 000.  The  ladies  raised 
about  $40,000.  There  was  a  world  of  fun  over  the  fact,  and  some 
remarkable  good  jokes  perpetuated  upon  the  "  wimmin  "  of  that 
period  because  the  fair  sex  had  attained  the  "climax,"  and 
mounted  the  apex,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter  of  jokes 
and  sweetness.  Among  a  certain  class  of  men  there  was  a  little 
jealousy  because  the  ladies  had  succeeded  so  well,  but  that  was 
the  class  which  never  paid  a  cent  towards  erecting  the  monument. 

General  La  Fayette  visited  Faneuil  Hall.  On  entering  the  hall 
he  said,  "  This  is  indeed  the  'cradle  of  American  Independence."" 
He  afterwards  visited  the  excellent  armories  over  the  hall.  He 
was  socially  entertained  by  Commander  Daniel  L.  Gibbcns  and 
a  small  committee  on  behalf  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artil- 
lery Company  of  Massachusetts,  who  are  the  oldest  organized 
body  of  men  in  America,  and  noted  for  their  generous  hospi- 
tality. He  also  visited  the  Old  State  House,  now  standing  at 
the  head  of  State  street,  and  is  the  oldest  public  building  in 
America. 

He  visited  Mount  Washington  in  South  Boston,  accom- 
panied by  Gov.  Eustis,  ex-Gov.  John  Brooks,  andMayor  Quincy, 
where  they  alighted  and  walked  over  the  earthworks  thrown  np 
bv  the  order  of  "Washington,  during  the  revolution.  This  emi- 
nence is  properly  called  Dorchester  Heights,  and  commands  one 
of  the  finest  views  of  the  harbor  and  the  old  city  proper  obtaina- 
ble. The  building  of  the  reservoir  for  the  storage  oi  Cochituate 
water  destroyed  earthworks  which  ought  to  have  been  pre- 
served. He  also  visited  the  old  barrier  across  Boston  Neck  and 
stood  upon  the  same  ground  where  he  took  leave  of  his  friends, 
when  he  left  the  town  in  17S4.  The  remains  of  a  breastworks 
erected  in  the  revolution  were  plainly  in  view  in  1S24. 
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He  next  visited  the  sacred  ground  of  Liberty  Hal!  and  Liberty 
1  .  and  entered  the  La  Fayette  Hotel  (nowBrigham's;  named 
in  his  honor,  and  partook  of  an  informal  luncheon  of  oysters 
and  French  coffee.  He  was  presented  with  a  chip  of  the  Lihertv 
Tree,  showing  the  bark,  the  6ap,  and  the  heart,  and  also  a  small 
fragment  of  one  oftbe  roots.  Gov.  Eustis  gave  an  elegant  din- 
ner  in  honor  of  La  Fayette  at  his  mansion  in  Roxbury.  It  was 
prepared  and  served  by  Col.  Hamilton  of  the  Exchange  Coffee 
House ;  thirty  distinguished  guests  sat  at  a  table  in  the  form  of  a 
horse  shoe,  the  guests  on  the  outside  rim,  servants  on  the  in- 
side for  change  of  dishes,  etc.     - 

On  Tuesday,  August  30th,  La  Fayette  took  his  departure,  on 
a  tour  to  the  eastward.  He  arrived  in  Chelsea  soon  alter  7  a.  .'■:., 
where  he  was  awaited  by  the  whole  populace.  The  Mechanics 
Light  Infantry  Company  of  Salem,  united  with  the  Chelsea 
militia  and  a  long  cavalcade,  escorted  him  through  Chelsea  and 
saluted  him  on  his  passage  with  thirteen  discharges  from  two 
field  pieces.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Tuckcrman  made  a  brief  address  of 
welcome. 

In  L_ynn,Marblehead,  Salem,  Newburyport,  Beverly,  Ipswich, 
and  so  on  to  the  New  Hampshire  line,  he  received  a  "  continu- 
ous ovation."  At  Beverly  he  was  "drenched  to  the  skin."  as 
also  two-thirds  of  the  townspeople,  who  were  out  in  full  num- 
bers, notwithstanding  the  heavy  downpourof  rain.  Judge  Shaw, 
who  rode  with  him  in  the  open  barouche,  threw  a  cloak  over 
•  him,  and  held  an  umbrella  over  his  head,  but  when  he  saw  trie- 
women  and  children  thronging  the  streets  to  welcome  him.  en- 
tirely exposed  to  the  rain,  his  benevolent  feelings  were  excited, 
he  threw  offhis  cloak  and  refused  the  shelter  of  the  umbrella! 
Wednesday,  Sept.  1st,  about  rroon,  he  entered  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  and  was  welcomed  with  salutes  from  artillery  and  the 
ringing  of  beils,  extensive  decorations  and  an  address  of  wel- 
come. Portsmouth  was  the  eastern  limit  of  his  visits  in  Xew 
England.  On  his  return  to  Massachusetts  he  visited  Lexington, 
where  he  was  received  by  a  troop  of  horse  and  a  cavalcade,  man  v 
of  whom  were  ladies.  Here,  too,  was  another  arch  of  Bowers 
and  bunting  bearing  the  following  in  golden  letters:  "  Welcome! 
friend  of  America,  to  the  birthplace  of  American  Liberty."  He 
stood  upon  the  precise  ground  where  the  first  volley  was  fired 
by  the  British  troops  in  defiance  of  liberty. 

La  Fayette  w-as  now  on  his   return  journev   to_Xew  York. 
Massachusetts  furnished  carriages  for  the  General  and  his  partv. 
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Arrangements  were  made  in  all  the  considerable  towns  through 
which  lie  passed  to  give  him  a  hearty  welcome!  During  the 
following  winter  he  visited  the  south,  and  received  great  atten- 
tion and  hospitality.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  fiction  to  em- 
bellish his  character  or  his  life.  The  best  of  feelings  were  every- 
where reciprocated.  In  the  beginning  of  iSe4  La  Fayette  wSs 
invited  bv  Congress  to  visit  America,  and  receive  the  homage 
of  ten  millions  of  free  and  independent  citizens,  who  owe  in 
part  that  liberty  to  the  vigor  of  his  youthful  arm,  and  generous 
use  of  his  money  and  intluence.  Congress  directed  that  the 
Frigate  Washington,  74,  should  be  despatched  to  convey  that 
illustrious  chief  to  the  United  States.  He  cheerfully  accepted 
the  invitation  to  visit  America,  but  declined  the  use  of  a  ship-of- 
the-line.  He  did  not  wish  to  put  the  government  to  so  much 
expense.  He  procured  a  passage  for  himself  and  three  attend- 
ants, in  the  beautiful  packet  ship  Cadmus,  Captain  Allen,  of 
New  York;  his  three  attendants  were,  his  son,  George  Washing- 
ton La  Fayette,  Mr.  Auguste  Le  Vasseur,  a  companion,  and  one 
servant,  his  valet. 

He  arrived  in  New  York,  August  15th,  1S24,  after  a  pleasant 
passage  of  thirty-one  days  from  Havre;  he  landed  at  Staten 
Island.  The  first  incident  was  a  salute  of  twenty-one  guns  of 
the  heaviest  calibre  from  ':  Fort  La  Fayette,"  a  fortress  which 
was  named  in  his  honor.  This  was  on  Sunday  morning.  By 
signal  telegraphing  it  was  soon  known  in  New  York  that  Gen- 
eral La  Fayette  had  arrived  in  the  harbor.  Broadway  was  soon 
thronged,  the  Battery  was  crowded  with  anxious  citizens  to  take 
part  in  anything  which  might  eventuate.  But  I  must  not  attempt 
to  describe  in  detail  what  took  place  in  New  York;  I  will  simply 
try  to  give  now  the  reasons  why  La  Fayette  originally  came  to 
our  rescue;  also  in  a  very  brief  manner,  what  Congress  did  con- 
cerning La  Favette.  and  very  briefly  some  of  his  movements 
during  the  revolution. 

In  1779  La  Fayette  embarked  at  Boston  on  a  voyage  to 
France,  to  arrange  for  more  succor  for  our  appalling  and  most 
critical  condition.  He  returned  in  17S0,  bringing  the  joyful  in- 
telligence that  a  French  fleet  and  army  would  soon  arrive  on 
our  coast.  He  received  the  particular  approbation  of  Congress, 
for  his  judicious  and  highly  important  services.  Nov.  23d, 
17S1,  Congress  resolved  that  Major  General,  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  deserves  the  thanks  and  love  of  the  nation,  for  his  dis- 
interested patriotism,  and  granted  him  a  valuable  tract  of  land, 
(10) 


\         > 


A,      \ 


\     4- 


as  in  pari  compensation  for  his  services.  In  December, 
when  La  Fayette  was  about  to  take  his  final  departure  from 
America,  Congress  appointed  a  committee  of  one  member  from 
each  State  to  receive  him,  and  in  the  name  of  Congress  to 
leave  of  him  in  such  a  manner  as  might  strongly  manifest  their 
esteem  and  regard  for  him!  Congress  al>o  resolves  that  a  letter 
be  written  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  the  King  of  France, 
expressive  of  the  high  sense  which  the  United  States,  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  entertains  of  the  zeal,  talents  and  meritorious 
services  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

lulv  31st,  1777,  Congress  resolved  that  "  Whereas,  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  out  of  his  great  zeal  to  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty, in  which  the  United  States  are  engaged,  has  left  his  farmh- 
and connections,  and  at  his  own  expense  come  over  to  offer  his 
services  to  the  United  States,  without  pension  or  particular  al- 
lowance, and  is  anxious  to  risk  his  life  in  our  cause.  Resolved, 
that  his  service  be  accepted,  and  that  in  consideration  of  his 
zeal,  illustrious  family  and  connections,  education,  and  militiry 
knowledge,  that  he  have  the  rank  and  commission  of  Major 
General  in  the  army  of  the  United  States"  (remember  this  was 
after  he  had  served  one  year  as  a  volunteer).  At  the  battle  of 
Brandywine,  September,  1777,  he  exhibited  undaunted  courage 
and  military  character,  and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg. 
In  May,  177S,  he  wss  at  the  head  of  about  two  thousand  choice 
troops,  and  a  few  pieces  of  cannon ;  he  carries  out  a  very  brave 
and  stragetic  campaign  in  the  vicinity  ot  Valley  Forge.  Sir 
William  Howe,  assisted  by  General  Grant,  with  five  thousand 
select  troops  tried  to  cut  off  La  Fayette.  General  Gray  with 
seven  thousand  troops,  co-operating  with  General  Grant,  g-jt  in 
the  rear  of  the  Marquis,  while  General  Grant  was  in  front. 
La  Fayette  escaped  them  both,  when  his  destruction  appeared 
almost  inevitable ! 

Washington  in  a  letter  to  Congress  complimented  La  Fayette 
for  his  masterly  skill,  in  his  escape  with  his  whole  force!  He 
was  surrounded  by  12,000  drilled  troops,  while  his  whole  force 
was  but  a  trifle  more  than  one-sixth  the  number. 

At  one  period  there  was  not  a  single  pair  of  serviceable  shoes 
in  his  whole  command,  and  such  was  his  zeal  and  generous 
spirit,  and  such  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people,  that  he 
was  enabled  to  borrow  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars  from  the 
merchants  of  Baltimore,  with  which  he  purchased  shoes  and 
clothing  and  other  necessary  articles  for  his  troops  !  When  he 
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came  to  our  rescue,  he  arrlved'at  Charleston.  S.  C,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1 776 ;  he  landed  soon  alter  tlie  noble  defence  made  by 
General  Moultrie  at  the  fort  on  Sullivan's  Island.  Charmed 
with  the  gallantry  displayed  by  the  General  and  his  troops,  the 
Marquis  presented  him  with  clothing,  arms  and  accoutrements 
for  one  hundred  men! 

lie  mot  with  a  cordial  reception  from  our  Congress,  and  they 
immediately  accepted  his  proffered  services  '-as  a  volunteer."' 
He  insisted  that  he  would  not  receive  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices, and  would  commence  as  a  volunteer,  which  he  did,  and 
so  continued  for  a  year,  he  was  received  into  the  family  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  where  a  strong  mutual  attachment  was 
contracted,  and  he  has  been  often  called  the  "  adopted  son  of 
Washington." 

During  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  Lord  Cornw-allis  did  his  best 
to  capture  La  Fayette ;  he  wrote  imprudently  in  a  letter,  "The 
boy  cannot  escape  me."  That  letter  was  intercepted,  and  the 
boy  did  escape.  A  combination  of  talents  and  skill  defeated  all 
the  energies  of  physical  power.  La  Fayette  -was  one  of  the 
most  intrepid  and  active  general  officers  in  the  revolution.  He 
served  eight  long  years,  at  a  long  distance  from  his  wife,  rela- 
tives and  roof-tree.  There  is  no  other  such  example  in  the  his- 
tory of  America  of  true  patriotism  and  love  of  country.  His 
very  soul  burned  with  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  and  he  mani- 
fested a  disinterestedness  and  devotion  to  the  cause'  of  freedom, 
ever  to  be  admired  and  applauded  by  a  grateful  people.  He  was 
thoroughly  democratic  in  all  of  his  movementsand  inspirations. 
He  renounced  the  title  of  Marquis  at  the  establishment  of  the 
Constitution.  He-made  more  than  fifty  replies  to  speeches  of 
welcome  in  New  England,  all  of  which  were  brief,  affectionate, 
and  full  of  benevolent  feeling;  there  seemed  to  be  w.ives  of" 
sympathy  in  the  atmosphere  wherever  La  Fayette  made  his 
appearance  in  America. 

It  is  not  generally  understood  why  the  Marquis  De  La 
Fayette  espoused  the  cause  of  liberty  and  independence  of  the 
United  States.  In  answer  to  the  direct  question  why  he  did  so, 
he  stated  in  the  most  pleasant  and  .interesting  manner,  "That 
while  stationed  at  the  citadel  of  Metz,  and  being  but  eighteen 
years  of  age,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  then  on  account  "of  his 
marriage,  was  exiled  from  the  Court  of  Great  Britian,  commu- 
nicated in  a  select  company  the  information  he  had  received 
respecting  the  contest  of  Americans  for  their  liberties  and  inde- 
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pendence."  This  account  very  much  interested  him.  He  was 
60on  after  in  Paris,  on  a  short  furlough,  and  became  acquainted 
with  Silas  Deane,  Esq.,  the  first  agent  to  France  from  the 
American  Congress.  Mr.  Deane's  account  of  our  poverty  and 
suffering  fully  corroborated  the  Duke's  account  At  this  time 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin  arrived  in  Paris,  and  was  introduced  to 
the  young  Marquis  De  La  Fayette.  The  Duke's  gloomy  and 
deplorable  account  of  our  condition  was  more  than  verified  by 
Dr.  Franklin.  La  Fayette's  love  of  liberty  was  such  that  he 
resolved  to  embark  his  life  and  fortune  in  the  cause  of  American 
freedom. 

At  this  era  the  affairs  of  America  were  bordering  on  despair. 
Reports  had  reached  France  that  our  army,  reduced  to  a  mere 
rabble,  were  (lying  before  an  army  of  30,000  regulars.  This 
report  was  not  very  wide  of  the  reality.  Our  commis'sioners 
found  it  impossible  to  procure  a  vessel  to  convey  their  despatches 
and  the  young  Marquis  to  America.  The  French  Court  had  not 
then  even  declared  a  friendly  intention  towards  America,  bat 
■on  the  contrary  was  extremely  cautious  of  giving  offence  to  the 
British  government.  He  imparted  to  our  commissioners  his 
determination  to  purchase  and  fit  out  a  vessel  to  convey  himself 
and  their  despatches  to  America.  He  well  knew  that  he 
exposed  himself  to  the  loss  of  his  fortune  by  the  laws  of  France, 
and  that,  should  he  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  English  on 
his  passage,  he  would  undoubtedly  suffer  a  long  imprison- 
ment, and  without  any  prospect  of  being  exchanged.  Orders 
■were  given  prohibiting  his  departure,  and  vessels  even 
despatched  to  intercepthim.  Notwithstanding  all  these  obstacles,- 
he  bid  adieu  to  his  amiable  wife  and  numerous  connections, 
and  saited  for  America.  His  arrival  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  was 
a  Godsend  to  our  cause.  He  brought  money,  military  equip- 
ments, uniforms,  etc.,  of  great  value. 

La  Fayette  was  a  strong-built  man,  not  very  elegant  in  form, 
his  shoulders  were  high  and  broad,  his  body  large  but  not  cor- 
pulent, his  hands  and  feet  were  large,  his  forehead  remarkably- 
high,  his  nose  large  and  long,  his  eyebrows  prominent  and 
projecting  over  a  fine,  animated -hazel  eye,  his  language  of  coun- 
tenance interesting  and  impressive:;  his  greatest  charm  was  his 
sweet  and  musical  voice;  his  manners  and  address  were  gra- 
cious, his  bearing  dignified  and  courteous;  in  conversation  and 
gesture  he  was  an  accomplished  gentleman. 

He  is  the  heir  of  a  name  long  illustrious,  but   he   had    no 
(13) 


occasion  for  the  glory  of  his  ancestors  to  render  himself  cele- 
brated. His  Cull  name,  as  christened,  was  Marie  Paul  Joseph 
Yves  Gilbert  Mottiers  De  Layfette  (six  surnames).  There  are 
also  six  ways  of  spelling  his  Christian  name,  and  all  seem  to 
have  been  in  common  use.  I  find  the  name  in  old  French  usu- 
ally spelled  Layf.iyette,  in  modern  French,  dc  la  Fayette,  De  La 
Fayette  and  Lafayette,  lie  was  commonly  addressed  in  Amer- 
ica as  Marquis  De  La  Fayette,  also  Major  General  La  Fayette, 
and  General  De  La  Fayette,  also  other  combinations  and  spell- 
ing. Notwithstanding  all  this  variety  and  length  of  Christian 
and  surnames,  he  was  truly  one  of  nature's  noblemen.  Wash- 
ington said  of  him,  "This  nobleman  unites  to  all  the  military 
fire  of  youth  an  uncommon  maturity  of  judgment. " 

He  presented  to  every  officer  under  his  command  an  elegant 
sword,  and  his  soldiers  were  clothed  in  uniform  principally  at 
his  expense. 

At  the  time  of  his  visit  to  America  he  was  nearly  threescore 
and  ten.  lie  was  under  constant  excitement  and  the  strain  oi 
fraternal  attention,  and  constantly  travelling  from  place  to  place, 
yet  he  appeared  to  feel  but  little  inconvenience  from  the  fatigues 
ot  his  journey,  which  must  have  been  very  great. 

There  were  two  incidents  connected  with  his  visit  to  Massa- 
chusetts which  must  not  be  forgotten.  Upon  his  arrival,  at  2 
A.  M.,  at  Governoi  Eustis'  mansion  in  Roxbury,  the  Governof 
received  La  Fayette  the  moment  he  alighted  from  the  carriage, 
which  was  extremely  interesting.  They  embraced  and  kissed 
each  other  for  several  moments,  the  Governor  exclaiming,  "I 
am  the  happiest  man  that  ever  lived."  The  General's  second 
kiss  in  Massachusetts  was  from  Miss  Wells.  On  passing  the 
files  of  school  children,  a  little  girl  begged  to  speak  to  the  Gen- 
eral. She  was  handed  to  the  Mayor,  and  by  him  to  the  General, 
when  she  took  a  beautiful  wreath  of  natural  flowers  from  her 
head,  and  placed  it  on  the  head  of  La  Fayette,  speaking  a  few 
kindly  words,  and  handing  him  a  note  containing  two  or  three 
verses,  written  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Maria  Wells. 

Lines  written  by  Mrs.  Maria  Wells  and  presented  by  her  young 
daughter  to  General  La  Fayette,  with  the  wreath  of  flowers  : 

,.--'  ~      T    An  infant  hand  presents  these  blushing  flowers, 
/  tj[cr\viiv.r  and  pure  as  childhood's  artless  hours, 

Where  roses  hi  mm,  and  buds  of  promise  smile, 
llepayintr  with  the  charms  the  cuiturer's  toil. 

Oh'  take  them,  Father,  they  were  culled  for  you, 
(fatill  urijrhl  with  warm  uflcction's-  sacred  dew). 
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Twjncd  will,  the  T„ufr'-lS  "itk. 

Go,  fragile  offer,  ™  U:Ur:" :'"  '"•"<•■  — • 

succeed  if  he  Snored  the  open  b3rIf      m  *"  "e  W°u,d  "« 
for  two  or  three  years,  being  cons  ant    C.C°nt,nued  *e  open  bar 
that  «  was  far  better  for  his w™* '    ""P"***  with  the  fdea  - 
d"nk^ith  their  food  any  h'nuJ 2 , " C  do™  «  a   table,   and 
and  drink  the  same.      More*"  ,         "*'"'  ,han  t0  Stand  "P 
tmued  the  open  bar  and  rele-ate Lu'T?  *""  n?°  he  disc°"" 
storeroom    on  the  second   star,        s      "*  paraPhe™alia  to  a 
twenty-two  years)  all  pHtrons  Hay.  us         "^    time     l'<*°« 
to  partake  of  any  liqJd  no"  snlnt  a/°  **'  *  "*'  at  *  *»"«. 
do  at  home.     The  license  hw  orThT        ^  ""  S°od  citi^ns 
sitting  while  partaking  of  "quid f  foorT"     *"  ^  h  '■  ^  to 
ham's  idea,  and  precisely  w  W  t    ,       "   Prac:;^-   &.    Brig- 
and finds  it  far  ££&?£&'?."«**  »«  <*  the  >et£, 
Mr.  Brigham  has  bulS wShfn  ff  '  ""  °Pe"  bar' 

.   of  hfa  Washington  Stree  'r     ai"  n^  *J  '\°  ^  ™  the  ™ 
which  is  on  Hersey  Place   wh  ch  o  r""  ^^  the  front  of 

about  300  feet  from  Xr£££g™  V  ^  ^  <*«* 
f°r  gentlemen  only.  It  con£  ^S  fiV  '"^  "*  h°te' 
most  substantial  manner  and  fitlT"  r°°'r~-  fe  bu;it  '">  the 

en.es,  elevator,  fire  pr  of  fire     f^?  T^"  '^ 
hotel  is  connected  wfth  his  ^S    fa*"roon'«'    «*      This 
mgton-  Street  entrance  reStaurant  °"  a  level  with  the  Wash. 

^vfSSSis for  th:  -  *-■ — of 

anicie  was  notified  and  sZJlt^f  '       ""V"""'  °f  <«■ 

fon  of  growth  and  distance  lm  L  u  Fr°m  tke  dire<> 
the  oid  Liberty  Tree  roots.  Th"  \ Tf"  '  *  ^  SO:n*  of 
having  no  life-sap.  y    ^  ti°^-  Pu"ky  and  brittle, 

Some  thirty  years  3"o  at 
personal  property  of  Gov  'Earth?  ^'^ sire  auction  sale  of 
w^w,   --teroft.isa^iS^^-rJ 


. 


'General  La  Fayette  rode  as  the  guest  of  the  Corninoivwealth 
■of  Massachusetts  ;  also  the  Horse  Shoe  shaped  dining  table  at 
which  he  sat,  as  the  guest  of  the  Governor  ;  also  the  high  post 
bedstead  upon  which  he  slept,  and  numerous  smaller  relics 
from  the  bed  chamber  occupied  by  him. 

I  disposed  ofthecoaeh,  table  and  bedstead  some  years  ago, 
as  being  too  bulky  for  my  space  devoted  to  antiquarian  relics, 
'to  say  nothing  of  my  nearly  depleted  purse,  caused  by  the 
great  fire  in  Boston  in  1872,  when 'eighty  millions  of  dollars 
"value  went  up  in  smoke  in  a  few  hours,  1  still  keep  the  most 
desirable,  compact  articles,  used  by  La  Fayette,  while  the 
guest  of  Massachusetts.  The  slip  •cushion  to  the  coach  in 
which  La  Fayette  made  his  entree  to  the  City  of  Boston,  in 
1S24,  now  graces  my  chair  at  meal  times,  and  upon  which  I 
sit.  The  carriage  itself  has  frequently  played  a  prominent 
part  in  public  processions,  and  has  been  gazed  upon  with 
reverence  for  its  famous  associations.  About  twenty-five  years 
ago  the  writer,  accompanied  by  James  H.  Freeland,  Esq.,  the 
senior  proprietor  of  the  Continental  Clothing  House,  made 
a  pilgrimage  to  the  grave  of  General  La  Fayette,  in  France. 
We  fully  agree  in  the  opinion  that  he  was  the  best  friend  that 
America  ever  had. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  he  accomplished'  more  for  American 
Independence  than  any  other  man,  after  spending  his  whole 
fortune,  serving  for  years  in  the  American  Army  without  pay.- 
.And  when  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  our  financial  pinch 
•was  extreme,  he  endorsed  notes  for  Robert  Morris,  which 
^enabled  him  to  procure  real  money  to  pay  off  some  pressing 
demands.  At  this  period  our  Continental  money  was  of  no 
Value.  "The  Continental"  window,  the  largest  show  window 
in  Boston,  is  precisely  where  the  west  pillar  of  the  Civic  Arch 
was  erected,  in  honor  of  La  Fayette,  in  1824,  and  directly 
opposite  where  stood  the  "  Liberty  Tree."  My  Grandfather, 
Stephen  Hassam,  was  born  in  sight  of  the  said  tree,  and 
probably  saw  it  daily,  during  the  last  eight  years  of  its  exis- 
tence. On  the  17th  and  18th  days  of  June,  1775,  he  saw  what 
took  place  on  Breed's  Hill  and  Bunker's  Hill.  At  eighty  years 
of  age,  in  1845,  he  stood  with  me  over  one  hour  in  the  top  of 
the  monument,  and  related  to  me  what  he  remembered  con- 
cerning the  two  days'  battle. 

FREDERICK  F.  HASSAM^-AsX/guarian. 
Hyde  Pauk,  Mass.,  January.  1S91.     . 
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